Barbara Asempa, Executive Director of HOCAP & Tema Redemption Catechist, and her
team serve food in Tema, Ghana markets to hungry people who lost their only income
source ($1 or $2 a day jobs) during 2020 COVID-19 shutdowns.

AFTER CORONAVIRUS LOCK-DOWNS,
WEST AFRICAN PARTNERS SEEK HELP TO FEED PEOPLE FACING STARVATION
In Spring 2020 Westminster Church partners in Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone all sought our help to
avert starvation for people who have no savings and no stored food. Economic challenges were clearly
evident in each country as lock-downs were imposed to halt the spread of the coronavirus virus.
Bread for the World says that poverty is the main cause of hunger in the world. Because of the number
of people who live in extreme poverty (defined as an income of $1.90 per day or less), progress in reducing
hunger has been slow in Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. Progress has been particularly slow in Liberia
and Sierra Leone -- both slammed by civil wars and Ebola. In the past year Westminster has provided
technical advice and financial support for projects to increase the quality and quantity of the food people
grow – part of the long-term solution. Many more people were hungry after lock-downs were imposed to
limit the spread of the coronavirus. Gifts to Westminster enable us to help our partners serve as safety
nets for people facing starvation, to develop plans to keep girls in school after COVID-19 shutdowns end,
and to complete funding for all other components of the 2020 African Mission target budget. We will
continue to help partners search for ways to increase the production of the quality and quantity of food
that is locally produced.
The African Mission Committee is most grateful that, as of late June 2020, it had received $10,650 in donations
since January 1 -- $7,400 from the Westminster Church Operating Budget, and a $2,000 grant from the United
Presbyterian Church Mission Fund at the First Reformed Church in Schenectady. To raise more revenue for
the 2020 target budget (shown on page 2), we have set a $10,000 goal for our November 7,2020 virtual
fundraising event. Supporters may write checks payable to: Westminster Church, 85 Chestnut Street, Albany,
NY 12210; note in the memo line “African Mission.” Or give online at www.wpcalbany.org/give.
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In March 2020 the M.O.M.
Orphanage in Sierra Leone
received food and supplies
shipped to them. In April the
M.O.M. Orphanage and Hope
Mission in Liberia received
bleach, hand soap, and buckets
for hand-washing. (similar to
what was done to fight Ebola
in 2015). In May both of these
partners requested early delivery
of money for food.

WESTMINSTER SELECTS 2020 PROJECTS TO CHANGE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN WEST AFRICA (Updated in June)
Transforming lives of children by reducing poverty, education, keeping girls in school & empowering communities
PROJECTS
In Liberia and
Sierra Leone

Ebola Orphans
in Liberia &
Sierra Leone
Keeping Girls
in School in 3
Countries

In Ghana

Total

AMOUNT

TARGET BUDGET: 2020 AFRICAN MISSION PROJECTS IN 3 COUNTRIES*

$10,000 Hope Mission (HM) in Bernard Farm, Liberia: 41 scholarships. Greater
capacity building achieved by partially funding a new generator, teaching
sewing, promoting agriculture, and shipping solar lights & used computers
Freetown, Sierra Leone: Ship donated computers & Bibles to M.O.M. Orphanage
$9,550 Hope Mission: $6,000, total care of HM Ebola orphans.
Freetown: $3,550, food distributions for 200 orphans and day students at
the M.O.M. Orphanage.
$6,000 Hope Mission: Support a school nurse to run twice-monthly health service
for staff & students; teach health classes, direct menstrual hygiene management
program, diagnose & treat malaria cases. Annual shipment of new MoonCatcher
Kits, made in Capital Region.
Freetown: Menstrual hygiene management programs at 2 sites. Hire part-time
person for training. Ship MoonCatcher Kits made in Capital Region.
Tema Partners, Ghana: Encourage partners to continue to assess Menstrual
Hygiene Management and develop joint proposals for keeping girls in school
especially after post COVID-19
$8,000 Pursuant to our MOU, Tema Partners submitted proposals for joint funding
to transform lives of children in rural and urban Ghana. Support for Ghana
Mission Network Delegates in the future. Westminster funds much of these
costs with its operating budget for African Mission.
$33,550 *Target budget revenue includes money provided for African Mission by the
Church Operating Budget and a $2,000 grant received from the First Reformed
Church in Schenectady for HM Ebola orphans
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